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Upcoming Events Open to 

Friends of the UCC! 
 

Christmas Eve Mass 12/24, 8pm 

Easter Sunday Mass 4/5, 10:30am 

Dance Marathon 4/9-10 

Relay for Life 5/2-3 

Phone: 310.208.5015 

Fax: 310.208.6077 

Email: staff@uccla.org 

Web: www.uccla.org 

UNIVERSITY CATHOLIC CENTER 

633 GAYLEY AVE 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90024 

Fr. Peter 

Fr. Paul 

Ceci Gray 

UCC STAFF 

Rich Medrano 

Please join us in helping to minister to the Catholic students at UCLA, for “the harvest is plenty but the laborers are 

few.” With your help, this coming academic year will bring even more formation, fellowship, and social justice ac-

tivities to the Center. By financially supporting the University Catholic 

Center, your generous donation along with those of other alumni, par-

ents, and friends of the UCC assists us in our efforts to empower the 

Catholic leaders of tomorrow. To donate electronically (using ParishPay), 

go to our website www.uccla.org and click on “Support the UCC.” Thank you for your support! 

Steven Clark 
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Student  

Leadership 

Team 
 

Education & Faith 

Development 
Gabe Relich 

4th yr, Molecular, Cellular, 

and Developmental Biology 
 

Megan Beck 

4th yr, English 
 

Liturgy 
Chelsy Sanchez 

2nd yr, Molecular, Cellular, 

and Developmental Biology 
 

Maria Pedraza 

5th yr, Biochemistry 
 

Community Life 
Leiza Castillo 

4th yr, English 
 

Social Justice 
Allison Grenda 

2nd yr, Anthroplogy 
 

Lisandra Uribe 

3rd yr, Psychobiology 
 

Outreach 
Jennifer Truong 

4th yr, Environmental  

Science 
 

Taylor Freitas 
2nd yr, Political Science and 

Russian 

 

Catholic Bruin 
From the Director 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

As fall classes end and finals loom, such expressions of gratitude remind us that our efforts to make the 

University Catholic Center a lively and faith-filled campus ministry are bearing good fruit. Another 

sign of this? In addition to increasingly “full houses” at Mass, this year’s installment—our fifth—of ES-

TEEM, a groundbreaking national program aimed directly at fostering and holding onto the leadership 

abilities of our Catholic young adults, has its largest enroll-

ment ever, twelve! I see this as a continuing mark of our stu-

dents’ confidence in our ministry, especially in developing 

savvy, gifted leaders for tomorrow’s Church. 

We’ve been astounded by great turnouts for our weekly Stu-

dent Dinners (30-80 folks each week!), a Catholic “basics & 

more” discussion series on scripture and the sacraments, and 

for our on-campus community-wide Mass of the Holy Spirit 

and BBQ to kick off the new school year (nearly 400 atten-

dees!), not to mention for a superb Christmas concert (on St. 

Nicholas’ feast day) by our rapidly growing Music Ministry. A visit to Homeboy Industries and Homegirl 

Café—ministries founded by Jesuit Father Greg Boyle as alternatives to gangs—plus evenings of adora-

tion or reconciliation, a tour of LA’s Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, food ministry to the Skid 

Row homeless, reading to underserved children, Bible Study and faith-sharing groups, an evening on 

key election issues, Thanksgiving dinner, and an always-popular weekend retreat, entitled this year Love 

in Translation: Stories of Faith (42 attended!) filled out our fall schedule of events. These are 100% stu-

dent-led, under UCC staff guidance. It’s been a packed quarter! 

In October, acclaimed Catholic composer/music director Chris Walker, who trains Christian leaders 

to be more powerful servants in their ministry, spoke to us about the joys of liturgical ministry. On 

November 19, theologian Richard Gaillardetz of Boston College addressed “Pope Francis & the Future 

of Catholicism” to 100+ folks, over 70% of whom were students! Bishop Edward Clark, our regional 

bishop in LA, will hold an evening “Q & A” March 1. And Fr. John Cusick, founder of young adult 

ministry in the Archdiocese of Chicago, returns here in spring. 

My Annual Christmas Wish List for the UCC 

 $500 donation – A year’s supply of candles for the chapel 

 $300 – Covers the cost of our Freshman/Transfer Student Retreat evening 

 $250 – RCIA or Confirmation resources 

 $100 – Defrays the cost of hosting one Thursday Student Dinner 

   $75 – Sends a student on a Weekend Retreat 

This Christmas we ask once again that you prayerfully consider making a donation to the UCC. We 

count on your prayers and active participation as a parent, alum, or friend, and depend on your finan-

cial contributions. Donations of any amount are valuable; as ever, every little bit helps! 

Thank you once again for being a crucial part of our extended UCC family. With the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance, let’s together make this coming year of stewardship for our UCLA campus ministry truly 

exceptional! 

May our Gracious God continue to bless you this Advent and Christmas— 

Fr. Peter Abdella, CSP 

“Dear Fr. Peter & Staff: Thank you for taking such good care of our son and being a guiding 

influence in his life while he is at UCLA. He absolutely loved the spring retreat. We’re so 

happy he has a place to worship while away from home, and feel very grateful for all of the 

wonderful work you do. Keep it up!” 

Fr. Peter and the rest of the staff pose with 
the Student Leaders. 



U
C
C
 E
v
e
n
ts
 T
h
is
 Q
u
a
r
te
r 

S
tu
d
e
n
t 
L
e
a
d
e
rs
h
ip
 T
e
a
m
 (
S
L
T
) 

-F
a
ll
 S
L
T
 O
ri
e
n
ta
ti
o
n
 &
 P
la
n
n
in
g
 R
e
tr
e
a
t 

-W
e
lc
o
m
e
 N
ig
h
t:
 “
F
a
ll
 I
n
to
 F
a
it
h
”
 

-U
C
C
 R
e
g
is
tr
a
ti
o
n
 

-F
in
a
ls
 S
tu
d
y
 N
ig
h
ts
 

-M
a
ss
 o
n
 t
h
e
 G
ra
ss
 &
 B
B
Q
 

 

L
it
u
rg
y
 C
o
m
m
it
te
e
 (
+
M
u
s
ic
 M
in
is
tr
y
) 

-L
it
u
rg
ic
a
l 
M
in
is
te
rs
 T
ra
in
in
g
 

-F
r.
 C
h
ri
s 
W
a
lk
e
r’
s 
ta
lk
 o
n
 L
it
u
rg
y
 

-M
u
si
c
 M
in
is
tr
y
 W
e
e
k
ly
 R
e
h
e
a
rs
a
l 

-A
d
v
e
n
t 
P
la
n
n
in
g
 

-A
d
v
e
n
t 
R
e
c
o
n
c
il
ia
ti
o
n
 S
e
rv
ic
e
 

-E
u
c
h
a
ri
st
ic
 A
d
o
ra
ti
o
n
 

-W
ri
ti
n
g
 P
ra
y
e
rs
 o
f 
th
e
 F
a
it
h
fu
l 
 

-B
re
a
d
 B
a
k
in
g
 f
o
r 
S
u
n
d
a
y
 M
a
ss
 

-C
h
ri
st
m
a
s 
C
o
n
c
e
rt
 

-O
u
r 
L
a
d
y
 o
f 
G
u
a
d
a
lu
p
e
 M
a
ss
 

 

E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 a
n
d
 F
a
it
h
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t 

-R
C
IA
 

-R
ic
h
a
rd
 G
a
il
la
rd
e
tz
: 
“
P
o
p
e
 F
ra
n
c
is
 a
n
d
 

th
e
 F
u
tu
re
 o
f 
C
a
th
o
li
c
is
m
”
 

-B
ib
le
 S
tu
d
y
 

-B
ib
le
 B
e
a
c
h
 D
a
y
 

-R
o
sa
ry
 P
ra
y
e
r 
G
ro
u
p
 

-K
y
ri
e
 P
ra
is
e
 a
n
d
 W
o
rs
h
ip
 G
ro
u
p
 

 

O
u
tr
e
a
c
h
 

-U
C
C
 a
t 
E
n
o
rm
o
u
s 
A
c
ti
v
it
ie
s 
F
a
ir
 

-U
C
C
 p
re
se
n
c
e
 o
n
 B
ru
in
 W
a
lk
 

-U
C
C
 T
-S
h
ir
t 
sa
le
s 

-A
d
s 
in
 U
C
L
A
’s
 D
a
il
y
 B
ru
in
 N
e
w
sp
a
p
e
r 

-U
C
C
 W
e
e
k
ly
 N
e
w
sl
e
tt
e
r 
&
 

“
W
e
d
n
e
sd
a
y
’s
 W
o
rd
”
 

 

S
o
c
ia
l 
Ju
s
ti
c
e
 

-P
re
se
n
ta
ti
o
n
 o
n
 E
le
c
ti
o
n
 I
ss
u
e
s 

-T
ri
p
 t
o
 H
o
m
e
g
ir
l 
C
a
fé
 

-P
la
n
n
in
g
 f
o
r 
T
ij
u
a
n
a
 M
is
si
o
n
 T
ri
p
 

-S
V
D
P
’s
 S
k
id
 R
o
w
 S
e
rv
ic
e
 a
n
d
 T
o
y
 D
ri
v
e
 

-S
V
d
P
 M
id
te
rm
 C
a
re
 P
a
c
k
s 

-S
V
d
P
 R
e
a
d
in
g
 t
o
 K
id
s 

 

C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y
 L
if
e
 

C
a
th
o
li
c
 B
ru
in
 

V
o
lu
m
e
 1
1
, I
ss
u
e
 2
  

P
a
g
e
 2
 

F
a
ll
 R
e
tr
e
a
t 
2
0
1
4
  

L
o
v
e
 i
n
 T
ra
n
s
la
ti
o
n
: 
S
to
ri
e
s
 o
f 
F
a
it
h
 

W
h
at
 d
o
es
 G

o
d
’s
 l
o
ve

 l
o
o
k
 l
ik
e 
in

 y
o
u
r 
li
fe
? 

T
h
is
 w

as
 t
h
e 

q
u
es
ti
o
n
 t
h
at
 g

u
id
ed

 t
h
e 

re
tr
ea

t 
at
te
n
d
ee

s 

fo
r 
th

is
 y
ea

r’
s 
U
C
C
 F

al
l 
R
et
re
at
 e
n
ti
tl
ed

 “
L

ov
e 

in
 T

ra
n

sl
a
-

ti
on

: 
S
to

ri
es

 o
f 

F
a
it

h
.”
 
T
h
e 

n
in

e 
fa
ll
 r
et
re
at
 l
ea

d
er
s,
 K

u
rt
 

A
n
d
er
so

n
 
(U

C
C
 
C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y 

m
em

b
er
),
 
G
er
ar
d
 
C
o
n
-

ve
n
to
 (
C
la
ss
 o

f 
’0
8
),
 E

u
ge

n
e 
D
el
 V

al
le
 (
P
h
.D

 c
an

d
id
at
e)
, 

A
n
a 
H
er
n
an

d
ez
 (
3

rd
 y
r)
, 
M

ar
ga

re
t 
L
ed

ak
 (
4

th
 y
r)
, 
G
ar
et
h
 

M
o
n
te
ir
o
 (
4

th
 y
r)
, 
K
at
el
yn

 O
ls
en

 (
2

n
d
 y
r)
, 
N
at
al
ie
 R

o
ss
 (
4

th
 

yr
),
 a
n
d
 M

ar
y 
S
ta
rk

s 
(C

la
ss
 o

f 
’1
3
),
 a
lo
n
g 
w
it
h
 3

3
 m

o
re
 

st
u
d
en

ts
, 
em

b
ar
k
ed

 o
n
 a

 t
h
re
e-
d
ay

 p
ra
ye
rf
u
l 
jo
u
rn

ey
 t
o
 

ex
p
lo
re
 G

o
d
’s
 u
n
co

n
d
it
io
n
al
 l
o
ve

 i
n
 o
u
r 
li
ve

s.
 

T
h
e 

re
tr
ea

ta
n
ts
 g

o
t 
to

 h
ea

r 
va

ri
o
u
s 
ta
lk
s 
b
y 

th
e 

re
tr
ea

t 

le
ad

er
s,
 w

it
h
 t
h
em

es
 s
u
ch

 a
s 
G
o
d
’s
 c
al
l 
to
 u

s 
d
u
ri
n
g 
d
if
fi
-

cu
lt
 t
im

es
, 
ch

an
ge

s 
in

 f
ai
th

 
as
 w

e 
en

te
r 
co

ll
eg

e,
 s
ee

in
g 

G
o
d
’s
 
p
re
se
n
ce

 
in

 
th

e 
b
ig
 
an

d
 
sm

al
l 
m
o
m
en

ts
 
o
f 
o
u
r 

li
ve

s,
 a
n
d
 t
h
e 
u
n
iv
er
sa
l 
st
ru

gg
le
 o

f 
su

ff
er
in

g.
 T

h
e 
re
tr
ea

t 

at
te
n
d
ee

s 
al
so

 
go

t 
to
 
ex

p
er
ie
n
ce

 
co

m
m
u
n
al
 
re
co

n
ci
li
a-

ti
o
n
, 
E
u
ch

ar
is
ti
c 
ad

o
ra
ti
o
n
, 
re
fl
ec

ti
o
n
 w

al
k
s 
in

 n
at
u
re
, 
as
 

w
el
l 
as
 s
m
al
l 
gr
o
u
p
s 
w
h
er
e 
th

ey
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 t
h
ei
r 
o
w
n
 f
ai
th

 

st
o
ri
es
. 
A
n
d
 l
et
’s
 n

o
t 
fo
rg
et
 “
Q
&

A
 w

it
h
 F
r.
 P

et
er
,”
 w

h
ic
h
 

is
 a
lw

ay
s 
a 
h
it
! 

R
et
re
at
 i
s 
a 

ti
m
e 

fo
r 
st
u
d
en

ts
 t
o
 f
o
rg
et
 a

b
o
u
t 
m
id
te
rm

s 

an
d
 a

ll
 o

f 
th

e 
o
th

er
 s
tr
es
se
s 
in

 o
u
r 
li
ve

s 
at
 U

C
L
A
 a

n
d
 

re
fl
ec

t 
o
n
 h
o
w
 G

o
d
 i
s 
al
w
ay
s 
p
re
se
n
t 
in

 o
u
r 
li
ve

s,
 w

h
et
h
er
 

w
e 
re
al
iz
e 
it
 o
r 
n
o
t.
 

I 
th

in
k
 e
ve

ry
o
n
e 
w
h
o
 w

en
t 
o
n
 t
h
e 
re
tr
ea

t 
ca

n
 s
ay
 i
t 
w
as
 

an
 a

w
es
o
m
e,
 g

ra
ce

-f
il
le
d
 w

ee
k
en

d
, 
a 

h
ig
h
 t
h
at
 c

an
’t
 b

e 

ex
p
la
in

ed
 
b
u
t 

o
n
ly
 
ex

p
er
ie
n
ce

d
. 
T
h
er
e 

w
er
e 

m
o
m
en

ts
 

th
ro

u
gh

o
u
t 
th

e 
re
tr
ea

t 
th

at
 t
o
u
ch

ed
 p
eo

p
le
’s
 l
iv
es
; 
fo
r 
m
e 

it
 w

as
 t
h
e 
o
p
en

 h
o
m
il
y 
d
u
ri
n
g 
th

e 
cl
o
si
n
g 
M

as
s.
 A

t 
re
tr
ea

t 

th
e 

p
re
si
d
er
 
in

vi
te
d
 
th

e 
at
te
n
d
ee

s 
to
 
ex

p
re
ss
 
w
h
at
ev

er
 

th
ey
 w

er
e 

fe
el
in

g 
co

n
ce

rn
in

g 
th

e 
re
ad

in
gs
 o

r 
th

e 
re
tr
ea

t 

w
ee

k
en

d
 a
s 
a 
w
h
o
le
. 
I 
w
as
 t
o
u
ch

ed
 a
s 
w
el
l 
as
 a
m
az
ed

 a
t 

th
e 
n
u
m
b
er
 o

f 
p
eo

p
le
 w

h
o
 f
el
t 
th

at
 t
h
e 
U
C
C
, 
an

d
 e
sp

e-

ci
al
ly
 t
h
is
 r
et
re
at
 e
xp

er
ie
n
ce

, 
h
el
p
ed

 t
h
em

 c
o
p
e 
w
it
h
 t
h
e 

d
if
fi
cu

lt
 t
im

es
 t
h
ey

 f
ac

e 
at
 U

C
L
A
. 
I 
m
ea

n
, 
th

at
’s
 n

o
 s
u
r-

p
ri
se
 w

it
h
 a
 l
o
vi
n
g 
co

m
m
u
n
it
y 
li
k
e 
th

e 
U
C
C
! 

A
ll
 i
n
 a
ll
, 
th

e 
F
al
l 
R
et
re
at
 w

as
 a
 p

la
ce

 w
h
er
e 
n
ew

 f
ri
en

d
-

sh
ip
s 
w
er
e 
fo
rm

ed
, 
a 
cl
o
se
r 
U
C
C
 c
o
m
m
u
n
it
y 
w
as
 b

u
il
t,
 

S
t.
 P

au
l 
w
ro

te
: 
“T

h
er
e 

ar
e 

d
if
fe
re
n
t 
k
in

d
s 
o
f 
sp

ir
it
u
al
 

gi
ft
s 
b
u
t 
th

e 
sa
m
e 

S
p
ir
it
; 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

d
if
fe
re
n
t 
fo
rm

s 
o
f 

se
rv
ic
e 
b
u
t 
th

e 
sa
m
e 
L
o
rd

; 
th

er
e 
ar
e 
d
if
fe
re
n
t 
w
o
rk

in
gs
 

b
u
t 
th

e 
sa
m
e 
G
o
d
 w

h
o
 p

ro
d
u
ce

s 
al
l 
o
f 
th

em
 i
n
 e
ve

ry
-

o
n
e”

 (
1
 C

o
r 
1
2
:4
-6
).
 M

as
s 
o
n
 t
h
e 
G
ra
ss
 w

as
 a
 d
ay
 w

h
er
e 

w
e 
as
 a
 c
o
m
m
u
n
it
y 
co

u
ld
 c
el
eb

ra
te
 t
h
e 
w
o
rk

in
gs
 o

f 
th

e 

H
o
ly
 S

p
ir
it
 i
n
 o

u
r 
li
ve

s 
an

d
 o

u
r 
m
in
is
tr
ie
s.
 I
t 
w
as
 a
 d

ay
 

w
h
er
e 
co

m
m
u
n
it
y 
m
em

b
er
s 
fr
o
m
 a
ll
 t
h
e 
d
if
fe
re
n
t 
M

as
s 

ti
m
es
 
o
n
 
a 

re
gu

la
r 

S
u
n
d
ay

 c
am

e 
to
ge

th
er
 
as
 
a 

si
n
gl
e 

co
n
gr
eg

at
io
n
. 
N
ea

rl
y 
4
0
0
 i
n
d
iv
id
u
al
s 
ga

th
er
ed

 a
t 
S
u
n
se
t 

R
ec

re
at
io
n
 
C
en

te
r 

o
n
 
ca

m
p
u
s,
 
w
h
er
e 

w
e 

ce
le
b
ra
te
d
 

M
as
s 

o
u
ts
id
e,
 
u
n
d
er
 
th

e 
w
ar
m
 
su

n
, 
in

 
th

e 
m
id
st
 
o
f 

G
o
d
’s
 w

o
n
d
ro

u
s 
cr
ea

ti
o
n
. 
T
h
er
e,
 t
h
e 

en
vi
ro

n
m
en

t 
o
f 

th
e 
li
tu

rg
y 
w
as
 r
ec

re
at
ed

 a
n
d
 H

o
ly
 M

as
s 
w
as
 c
el
eb

ra
te
d
. 

T
h
is
 s
p
ec

ia
l 
M

as
s,
 c
el
eb

ra
te
d
 e
ar
ly
 i
n
 t
h
e 
ac

ad
em

ic
 y
ea

r,
 

is
 a
ls
o
 c
al
le
d
 t
h
e 
M

as
s 
o
f 
th

e 
H
o
ly
 S
p
ir
it
. 
T
h
e 
L
o
rd

 p
ro

-

d
u
ce

s 
in
 e

ve
ry
o
n
e 

u
n
iq
u
e 

an
d
 p

re
ci
o
u
s 
gi
ft
s,
 a

n
d
 t
h
e 

H
o
ly
 S

p
ir
it
 c
al
ls
 u

s 
to
 p

u
t 
th

es
e 

gi
ft
s 
in

to
 a

ct
io
n
. 
B
u
t 

th
at
’s
 o
n
ly
 t
h
e 
h
al
f 
o
f 
it
. 
W

e 
ar
e 
al
l 
u
n
iq
u
e 
an

d
 p
re
ci
o
u
s 

an
d
 d

if
fe
re
n
t 
fr
o
m
 o

n
e 
an

o
th

er
, 
b
u
t 
in

 t
h
e 
H
o
ly
 S

p
ir
it
, 

w
e 

ar
e 

u
n
it
ed

 b
y 
lo
ve

 f
o
r 
ea

ch
 o

th
er
 a

n
d
 f
ai
th

 i
n
 o

u
r 

G
o
d
. 
A
t 
M

as
s 
o
n
 t
h
e 
G
ra
ss
, 
w
e 
h
o
n
o
r 
n
o
t 
o
n
ly
 t
h
e 
d
i-

ve
rs
it
y 
o
f 
al
l 
th

e 
gi
ft
s 
th

at
 t
h
e 
L
o
rd

 h
as
 p

ro
d
u
ce

d
 i
n
 u

s,
 

b
u
t 
al
so

 t
h
e 

d
ee

p
 a

n
d
 i
n
h
er
en

t 
u
n
it
y 
o
f 
C
h
ri
st
ia
n
s 
in
 

o
u
r 
co

m
m
u
n
it
y 
as
 w

el
l 
as
 i
n
 a
ll
 t
h
e 
w
o
rl
d
, 
th

ro
u
gh

o
u
t 

ti
m
e 
an

d
 s
p
ac

e.
 

A
ft
er
 t
h
e 
li
tu

rg
y,
 t
h
e 
co

n
gr
eg

at
io
n
 w

as
 i
n
vi
te
d
 t
o
 g
ro

w
 

cl
o
se
r 
as
 a
 c
o
m
m
u
n
it
y 
o
ve

r 
fo
o
d
 a
n
d
 f
u
n
. 
S
tu

d
en

t 
L
ea

d
-

er
s 
b
ar
b
ec

u
ed

 h
o
td

o
gs
 a
n
d
 h

am
b
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n
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h
 l
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 t
h
e 

b
ac

k
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o
u
n
d
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y 
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o
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o
u
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d
 c
o
m
m
u
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n
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o
ve
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o
d
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n
d
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at
 c
o
m
p
an
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 L
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te
r 
fi
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 t
h
e 
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r 
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n
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co

m
m
u
n
it
y 

m
em

b
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s 
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o
ld
 
o
n
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d
 

fr
ie
n
d
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e 
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 t
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e 
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e 
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 r
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n
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n
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e 
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er
’s
 p
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d
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 d
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n
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em

o
ri
es
. 

G
o
d
 d
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 n

o
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 c
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th
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u
t 
m
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f 
u
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u
n
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u
e 
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p
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ia
l 
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u
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o
w
n
 w
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n
d
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d
 p

er
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 f
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u
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 c
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 C
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 v
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 C
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 l
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c
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 C
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b
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c
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c
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 C
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 C
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R
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S
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R
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ra
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 D
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 C
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 c
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R
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d
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 d
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 c
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d
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 d
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 c
o
m
e 
to
ge

th
er
 f
o
r 
M

as
s 
(a
n
d
 a
 g
re
at
 

b
ar
b
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 c
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 t
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 f
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